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One of the most important aspects of humanity is to think clearly and develop connections between things and use these connections to make conclusions. Different people can have different views or explanations of critical thinking. Critical thinking can be defined as the ability to think in a rational manner, making clear and logical connections between ideas. It is an area of study that had been mentioned in public discourses over the centuries. Today, it is a subject that has been exposed to criticism, mainly because of the different perspectives people have developed over the years. Critical thinking is the ability of people to engage in a reflective and independent thinking, which can be important in the realization of viable solutions to challenges affecting the modern world. Engaging in critical thinking allows an individual to become an active learner, gather information about issues, and rigorously question assumptions and ideas before accepting their current existence. It is an essential practice that allows a person to become a lifelong learner with the ability to solve problems or provide ideas using the available information. It is a practice that allows people to present ideas in a clear, precise, and logical way. Also, it enhances comprehension abilities and how individuals express their ideas or rather themselves. This paper aims at performing an expository analysis of critical thinking in the context of understanding current events. Besides, the paper will explore the advantages critical thinking and how people can be motivated to engage in the practice more often. 

Critical thinking is an important practice that has been in existence since the time of Greek civilization. Critical thinking can be defined as the process of thinking about things and ideas in a manner that allows for the achievement of viable solutions, or rather better alternatives to existing challenges. Different researches show how critical thinking is defined from different contexts, goal and the criteria used. It is a concept that is characterized by three features; that is, done for the purpose of making one believe about something, improvement of adequacy and accuracy, and the attainment of knowledge. Based on these features, Hitchcock defines critical thinking as careful goal- directed thinking. In this context, it can be defined as a concept whereby critical thinkers are required use thinking skills to solve problems and make connections between things and ideas. It is a process of thinking where thinkers are not required to make assumptions or jump to conclusions. Hitchcock states that it is necessary for thinkers to make careful inquiries, conceptualize, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information. There are different approaches that can be used to gather information, including observation, reasoning, experience, communication, and reflection Schmaltz et al states that critical thinking is a concept of rationality, where appropriate standards and suspension of judgement are crucial. In the process of critical thinking, it is important to set achievable goals. 
Critical thinking is an important skill that can be used in different areas of study. It helps improve language and presentation skills. Using a systematic approach to thinking can improve how people express themselves. It allows a person to think carefully about a situation before making conclusions. In the context of addressing current events, critical thinking can allow people to understand challenges facing them and ways they can use to address them. The knowledge of these issues can allow individuals to make the issues known clearly too different audiences. For example, the pro Trump mob that stormed the US Capitol can be analyzed from a critical point of view. Critical thinkers can use clear and systematic thinking to analyze the structures of words and texts used during the protests. Critical thinking can enhance how reporters or leaders can convey the information to the public. 
Another importance of critical thinking is the achievement of a liberal democratic society. For a society to be considered successful or rather fully functional, it is necessary for citizens to think critically about social issues affecting society, and using the gained knowledge to make better judgements. One of the current issues is the distribution of coronavirus vaccine and lock downs following the emergence of a new COVD-19 strain. Countries are using the available resources to determine how the vaccines will be distributed and what populations should be attended to first. By using these skills, critical thinkers are able to provide guidance on what should be done. These decisions are made based on demographics, vulnerability of the populations and the needs of each population. According to Kamii, critical thinking can help achieve proper governance and achieve equality and eliminate prejudices. In the context of COVD-19 pandemic, critical thinking is used to determine how resources will be distributed to the citizens and healthcare centers. Vulnerable populations like children, the elderly, and healthcare workers are prioritized in the achievement of conclusions. 
Critical thinking promotes creativity and innovation. Through critical thinking, people are able to develop and select the best alternatives from a pool. In this case, problems are solved using creative solutions. Solutions are generated based on the task being attended to. For example, today, the issue of climate change has been discussed in different forums across the world. Governments are working towards the reduction of carbon footprint in the atmosphere. This goal can be achieved by the adoption of green energy and use materials that are friendly to the environment. Countries are left with the role of making decisions about the type of energy to he used. Critical thinkers use this opportunity to come up with the advantages and disadvantages of each of the energies. Choosing the best alternative enhances creativity because creative energy sources are used to solve a major problem. 

There are various approaches that can be used to achieve critical thinking. One of the ways is seeking the views of others and doing further research. Seeking the views of others in the presentation of current issues is necessary because it helps have a broad perspective of the issue and better presentation of the same. In a research conducted by Wang and his colleagues, putting into consideration the views of others is essential because it offers new ways of thinking. Also, it helps in the provision of support to ideas. 

Another way to be a critical thinker is to determine the most reasonable things first. After conducting a research and gathering information, it is vital to determine the things that are necessary and those that are not. This knowledge will help narrow down the findings of the research, which in turn, enhances credibility. This can be considered as the evaluation of data. Evaluation is necessary because it will help thinkers to take a position in a certain issue. On the other hand, critical thinking cannot be achieved by making hasty conclusions, assumptions, and failing to consider the perspectives of others. 
There are complications that are linked to failure to use critical thinking. One of the ramifications is loss of opportunities. One can lose opportunities to advance in life when they fail to think clearly and logically. Another complication is loss of finances and relationships. When people fail to use critical thinking, they can easily fail in life. Making assumptions can lead to losses in life. 

In conclusion, people can think more critically by having time for constructive thinking. It is necessary to secure enough time, which will be necessary to identify the best solutions to a problem. Developing constructive questions is also important because it will establish a learning environment. 
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